[image: image1.jpg]— St up to 2t panda news from the Zoo,
andes e bisck and white bears thatlive n temperate-zone bamboo forests in
hina, Among the best ecognized—but rarest—animals in the world hey have
Some to symbalize endangered species and conservation effors, As few es 1600 giant
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andss survive inthe mountain forsts ofcentral China. More than 160 pandaslve in
2o and breeding centers around the world: mostofthese pandas are in China.

Glan pandas Mei Xiang and Tian Tian are at the National Zoo on ten-yearloan from
{he China Wildiife Conservation Associstion. They arethe foeus of m ambitious
esearch, conservaton, and breeding program designed o preserve this endangered

specis.

i very quiet around the panda house these days. The summer hat has descended and.
our pandas have setld ino their pattee of longer neps and much shorte bours of
Seeding, Gone arethe hours ofsripping th culm, or talks, of amboo. Now Mei Xiang
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